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Presidential Greetings

Deborah Best, Wake Forest University, North Carolina

Dear SCCR Friends, 

The November 30 Deadline for Abstract 
Submission is drawing near! Las Vegas is 
calling!  As the weather chills and holiday hustle 
and bustle begin, remember to submit your 
abst racts and reg is ter for the SCCR 
conference. By February, you will need to get 
away, hear about interesting new research, and 
spend time with colleagues in the lovely  Mojave 
Desert setting.  

Bill Jankowiak, SCCR President-elect, has 
organized an exciting meeting for us with an 
eye toward educating us about the history and 
culture of Las Vegas.  He has invited three of 
his UNLV faculty colleagues to share their 

insights with us. Thursday  morning, historian, 
Eugene Moehring will open the conference with 
a "History of Las Vegas." Thursday evening, 
sociologist, Barbara Brents will present 
"Legalize Prostitution...,” and Friday evening, 
psychologist, Marta Meana will tell us about 
Unpacking Female Sexual Desire: Desire for 
what, for whom and when? These engaging 
presentations will certainly reveal Las Vegas to 
us.  

If during your previous trips to Las Vegas you 
have just stayed on “The Strip,” you may not 
know that just four miles from our conference 
hotel, the Rivera, you can visit the desert 
cottontails and the Gila monsters at the 
Springs Preserve. Explore the valley's vibrant 
history through nature exhibits, hiking trails, and 
raptor shows. At the Spring Preserve, 
excavated ancestral Pueblo pithouses, cactus 
gardens, and water derricks await you.

Less than three miles from the Rivera is the 
Atomic Testing Museum, a Smithsonian 
Institute Affiliate. There you will learn the history 
of the Nevada Test Site, the nation's principal 
on-continent nuclear weapons testing facility 
from 1951 to 1992.
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Also close to the Rivera is the Erotic Heritage Museum created by a partnership  between a 
preacher and a pornographer and opened in 2008. The museumʼs mission is the preservation of 
erotic heritage artifacts, fine art, and film. 

If you have time before or after the meeting, the Hoover Dam and the Valley of Fire State Park are 
only short trips from the Rivera.  

So, come to Las Vegas for an excellent scientific meeting with your colleagues, and enjoy the desert 
climate and attractions you have not seen before. Of course, slot machines and spectaculars show 
also await you on “The Strip!”  

Hope to see you in Las Vegas, February 22 - 25, 2012!  

Best wishes,
Debbie
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Hi everyone:

In late October, I had the 
opportunity to do a walk- 
through with the Riviera 
Hotel and Casino staff. It is 
one of the classic Vegas 
hotels. The hotel has two 
towers - the Old Tower and 
the New  Tower. For those of 
you who may be concerned 
about the negative reviews 
of the hotel: the Old Tower is 
feeding the negative online 
comments. We will be in the 
New  (remodeled) Tower 
wing. I saw the rooms. They 
are nice. They have flat 
screen TVs, good views, 
new carpets and new  beds. 
The banquet room is on the 
52nd floor with an exquisite 
view  of mountains, the strip 
and Wynn golf course. There 
are 7 breakout rooms next to 
one another so people can 
easily and smoothly walk to 
different sessions. There is 
one large 300-chair room 
that will be used for our 
plenary speakers and poster 
session.

For those averse to casino 
ambience, the hotelʼs New 

Tower wing is separate. You 
can walk from your room to 
the conference meeting 
rooms and never ever see a 
single slot machine. If you 
use their new  front door to 
enter and exit the building 
you do not have to ever see 
one during your entire stay 
at the hotel. You might not 
be able to avoid them at the 
airport and other casinos but 
once you are at the hotel, 
there is no problem at all.

We have reserved a block of 
rooms at the hotel. Our 
group rate is $69 per night 
(single/double). This is an 
e s p e c i a l l y g o o d r a t e 
because on Friday and 
S a t u r d a y Ve g a s r a t e s 
typically double but our rate 
will stay at $69/room. Please 
use our group rate code 
(SCCR or SFCCRFE) so we 
can get room credit. The 
$9.99 resort fee is waived 
ONLY IF you use the group 
code as it is included in our 
group rate of $69 per room; 
all we pay is the sales/room 
tax. The special rate will be 
honored for reservations by 
phone at 800-634-6753. 
W h e n y o u c a l l f o r a 
reservation, identify yourself 
with the code. To be certain 
you get the conference rate, 
the hotel encourages you to 
phone between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
(EST), Monday through 

F r i d a y . T h i s s p e c i a l 
conference rate will only be 
available until February 1, 
2012 . I f al l conference 
blocked rooms are reserved, 
room rates will return to 
usual, non-group rate.

P l e a s e b o o k e a r l y a s 
preliminary noise suggests 
this will be one of the best 
attended events ever.

Bill 
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FEATURE ARTICLE

RUTH JOLIE, 2011 WINNER OF THE LEIGH MINTURN MEMORIAL 
AWARD FOR EARLY CAREER CROSS-CULTURAL RESEARCH

My interests include public anthropology, gender studies, and the cross-cultural examination 
of families. My dissertation research examined how menʼs identities affect paternal 
involvement in the domestic division of labor among urban middle class families with young 
children. Being a feminist scholar studying families, I feel that it is important to understand 
the gender usually overlooked in families; in this case, men as fathers. Interestingly, the men 
with whom I worked in Albuquerque, New  Mexico, strongly identified with being a father, and 
were very involved fathers in that they engaged in, and took responsibility for, childcare 
chores, but they did not conflate childcare with all domestic tasks. For this study, I utilized a 
mixed methodology, which included qualitative methods that have traditionally been 
employed by anthropologists, as well as quantitative methods more familiar to other social 
scientists. Currently, I am addressing the same research questions, but I have moved 
locations. Two years ago I was in the Sunbelt of Albuquerque and today I find myself in the 
Rustbelt of Erie, Pennsylvania. It will be interesting to see if geography plays any part in 
men's identifying as fathers over any other role.  

Furthermore, I am involved in cross-cultural studies of how ethnographic and material 
culture is used by individuals to both create and reinforce their ethnic and gendered roles. 
This research necessitates collaborating with professionals from many fields, as well as 
indigenous community members. For instance, I co-curated a portion of the newest exhibit 
at the Maxwell Museum of Anthropology, highlighting the textiles of Maya peoples of 
Chiapas, Mexico (opened May 2010).

    

Maxwell Museum Team. Ruth Jolie is second from the viewer’s right (in the white skirt)
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In extending my research into the classroom, I have been involved in the development of a 
curriculum for the new socio-cultural concentration in the Anthropology Department at 
Mercyhurst College, with special attention to making the classes as interdisciplinary as 
possible to cater to our students in anthropology, but also allied fields of social work, 
sociology, public history, and psychology. One of my students is examining homeless 
mothers' collective experiences in homeless shelters, and it has been particularly rewarding 
to work with her on research that she finds interesting and which dovetails with mine. 

In the future, I hope to continue in the vein of not only applying a cross-cultural approach in 
my own work, but also collaborating with other social scientists involved in studying paternal 
involvement. The SCCR as an organization has been an invaluable resource, allowing me to 
meet colleagues in similar fields who share my interests and has made me aware of new 
research opportunities and methods that I would not have been exposed to otherwise. I hope 
to present more of my findings at the 2012 SCCR meetings. See you all in Vegas!   



7                                          SCCR Newsletter, Fall 2011

FEATURE ARTICLE: A CONVERSATION WITH 

SCCR PRESIDENT-ELECT WILLIAM JANKOWIAK
Interview by Hema Ganapathy-Coleman
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News, Updates, Announcements

Dr. Susan Letteney invites social workers through various academic listservs to join us in 
SCCR 2012

The upcoming Society for Cross Cultural Research (SCCR) Annual Meeting will be held in Las Vegas 
from February 22-25, 2012. 

For many years, the SCCR has been a welcoming host to social workers who have presented many 
papers on issues relating to culture and social work.  The SCCR is a multidisciplinary organization 
devoted to the conduct of cross-cultural research.  This is a unique opportunity to present and discuss 
social work research in the company of scholars working in other allied disciplines. There is a strong 
student presence, including a student social, conversations about publishing and careers, as well as 
an opportunity for students to win awards for their presentations.

The abstract submission process is open until November 30, 2011.  Social work faculty, practitioners, 
and students are welcome to submit abstracts for paper or poster presentations.  Please check the 
website for information and submission requirements (http://www.sccr.org). 

Dr. Susan Letteney
Professor, Department of Social Sciences
School of Health and Behavioral Sciences
York College of The City University of New York 
Research Fellow, Center for Urban and Community Health
Hunter College of The City University of New York
718.262.2614
letteney@york.cuny.edu
http://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/departments/social-sciences/faculty-staff

Carrie Brown announces the formation of the SCCRʼs Student Advisory Committee

Current SCCR Secretary Carrie Brown has helped put together SCCR's Student Advisory Committee. 
She serves as the advisor for the committee. The current chair of the committee is Seinenu Thien.

On the next page is a book announcement sent by Dr. Barbara Rogoff.

http://www.sccr.org/
http://www.sccr.org/
mailto:letteney@york.cuny.edu
mailto:letteney@york.cuny.edu
http://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/departments/social-sciences/faculty-staff
http://www.york.cuny.edu/academics/departments/social-sciences/faculty-staff
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))))))))))))))))))Officers of the SCCR                      

President, 
Deborah L. Best
Psychology Department
Wake Forest University, 
Simpson Hall, MSC05 3040
Box 7778 Reynolda Station,
Winston-Salem, NC 27109
best@wfu.edu

President-elect, 
William. R. Jankowiak
Department of Anthropology
University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas, NV 89154 
jankowiak@spamarrest.com

Past-President, 
Ziarat Hossain
Program Coordinator, Family 
Studies 
Department of Individual, 
Family and Community 
Education
Simpson Hall, MSC05 3040
University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, NM 87131
zhossain@unm.edu

Treasurer, 
Lisa Oliver
Department of Counselor 
Education, San José University
Sweeney Hall, 420
San José, CA 95192
loliver@sjsu.edu
 
Secretary, 
Carrie Brown
Department of Psychology
Saint Louis University
Shannon Hall, Room 224
221 North Grand Boulevard
Saint Louis, MO 63103
cbrown53@slu.edu

Area Representatives:
Psychology, 
Dung Ngo
University of Texas at Tyler
dngo@uttyler.edu

Social Science, 
Vadim Moldovan
York College, CUNY
moldovan@york.cuny.edu

Anthropology, 
Heather Rae-Espinoza
California State University 
Long Beach,
hre@csulb.edu

Parliamentarian and 
Archivist, 
Herbert Barry
Professor Emeritus
University of Pittsburgh
barryh@pitt.edu

Newsletter Editor, 
Hema Ganapathy-Coleman
Indiana State University
Hema.Ganapathy-
Coleman@indstate.edu

Webmaster, 
David Shwalb
Southern Utah University
shwalb@suu.edu
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SCCR - A Community of Scholars and Students
SCCR is a multidisciplinary organization. Its members all share a common devotion to the 
conduct of cross-cultural research. SCCR members are professionals and students from the 
social science fields of Psychology, Anthropology, Sociology, and related fields including 
Education, Family Studies, Social Work, Human Development, Psychiatry, Communications, 
Ethnic Studies, Business, etc.   A distinguishing characteristic of the Society, compared with 
other academic organizations, is that it is fundamentally interdisciplinary and provides 
members the opportunity to network with scholars from a wide variety of approaches to cross-
cultural and comparative research. Since its founding in 1971, SCCR has intentionally 
avoided growing too large, so that its members can know each other better, form lasting 
relationships, and provide genuine support to their colleagues and students.

SCCR FEES 
To Join SCCR, submit the online application form and pay your dues online (below), or print 
and fill out this form and mail it to the Treasurer along with your dues payment. Membership 
dues are not included in conference fees, and should be sent only to the SCCR treasurer, 
online here or by mail. Membership in the Society for Cross-Cultural Research is based on 
the calendar year (a subscriber's calendar year begins the month SCCR receives the 
membership fee). Those who join now will receive the publications for the current calendar 
year, including all of the current year's issues of Cross-Cultural Research. Back issues of the 
journal are available online only.

There are three categories of membership in SCCR. Regular, Student, and Retired members 
receive Cross-Cultural Research, the Newsletter, 20% publisher discounts from Sage 
Publications and Information Age Publishing, reduced meeting registration rates, and voting 
privileges. Joint members share one copy of CCR. You may choose an alternate two-year 
dues payment option at a reduced rate.

Current and new members: please use the following table to choose your dues amount.

One!e#$%One!e#$% Two YearsTwo Years
Type Single Joint Single Joint

Regular 55 65 100 120
Retired 40 50 70 90
Student 35 45 65 85

http://www.sccr.org/index.html
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